


II Corinthians 5:17  

Therefore, if  anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new 

creation . The old has 

passed away; behold, the 

new has come.  



òNEWó job description 

Purpose of  this Lesson:  

To Remind us all of  our   

MISSION ð To make 

disciples, to seek & save 

the Lost  



The Corinthians & òNewó 

Mostly from Pagan  background  

NEW Values: self -interest & 

reciprocity  (Phil. 2: 3)  

Even those of  Jewish  background, a 

NEW vision of  the expected Messiah  

Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)  



Paul & òNEWó 

C. 49 AD - DATES HIS LIFE FROM A NEW BEGINNING ð 
His true  òbirthdayó ð Galatians 2:1 ð Then after an 
interval of 14 years I went up again to Jerusalem . . .ó  

C. 61 AD - LOVES TO PORTRAY the Christian walk as a 
putting OFF the old clothes, and putting ON a new suit of  
clothes ( Colossians 3: 8 -10) 

C. 61 AD - REFERS TO HIS CONVERSION as being òlaid 
hold of by Christó  (Philippians 3:12 ) ð snatched  up, sent 
in a completely different direction . 



Caravaggio  

The Conversion 

of  Saul  



Paulõs NEW MISSION 

(Acts 26:16 -18) 

But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to 

you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and 

witness  to the things in which you have seen me and to 

those in which I will appear to you, 17 delivering you from 

your people and from the Gentiles ñto whom I am sending 

you  18 to open their eyes, so that they may turn from 

darkness to light and from the power of  Satan to God, that 

they may receive forgiveness of  sins and a place among 

those who are sanctified by faith in me . 



The Expansion of  the NT 

Church  

Inauspicious beginning 4 years 
before Paulõs conversion 

The Great Commission  

Chances to fulfill it seemed slim  

Yet 30 years later Christianity was 
a world religion!  

 



The Expansion of  the NT 

Church  

Acts 1:8 is key  

It serves as a table of  contents  for 

Acts  

It serves as a job description for the 

apostles  

It serves as a challenge for the church!  

 



The Expansion of  the NT 

Church  
The NT church was outreach -oriented  

Acts 2 ð preaching, 3,000 added  

Acts 3:11 ð continued preaching in community  

Acts 4 ð Jailed, threatened: preached anyway!  

Acts 4:33 -5:1 ð sold property, helped others  

Acts 6 ð Benevolence to Grecian widows  

Acts 6:8ff. ð Willingness to die for the cause  



The Expansion of  the NT 

Church  

Remarkable growth in Jerusalem  

Acts 2 ð 3,000 / Acts 4:4 ð 5,000 men  

Acts 5: 14/16ð multitudes ;  all the peopleécoming 
together  

Acts 6:7 ð disciples increasing in number  

word of  the lord kept spreading  

number of  disciples continued to increase greatly  

great many priests were becoming obedient  

Acts 21:20 ð see how many ten thousands  



The Expansion of  the NT 

Church  
Outside of  Jerusalem  

Acts 8:4 ð went everywhere preaching  

Acts 8 ð Philip, Peter & John  go to Samaria  

Acts 8:26ff  ð Philip teaches the Ethiopian  

Acts 9:2 -31 ð Peter s travels  

Acts 10 ð Peter goes to Cornelius  

Acts 11:19 -23 ð the scattered preach in Antioch  

Acts 13:1ff  ð Antioch becomes radiating point  



Paul s Missionary Activity  

He targeted the cities  

Frequently used the synagogue as a contact point  

Excellent Roman roads were a plus  

His Roman citizenship and Greek background stood him in 
good stead  

He preached in 4 heavily -populated provinces  

Galatia, Asia, Macedonia, Achaia  

 


